[image: image1.wmf]

Press release

The European Road Transport Show 2007, Amsterdam

JOST Nederland

JOST: Innovative trailer and fifth wheel connections for transporters and light trucks

JOST has developed specialized solutions for the connection of trailers and semitrailers for the trans-European growing segment of transporters and light trucks. The newly developed light-weight fifth wheel coupling JSK 26 is suited for miniature tractors with up to six tons imposed load. The ROCKINGER trailer-coupling system VARIOBLOC allows for the use of trailers, even behind transporters, with elevated tailboards.

Transporters and light trucks place special demands on the components for the connection of trailers and semitrailers, as for ex., the use of appropriately light or extraordinarily flexible solutions. With the product series JOST and ROCKINGER, JOST offers solutions that fulfil the demands of this segment and also meet the same high quality and high security standards as all other JOST products.

JSK 26 – the fifth wheel coupling for minitrailers

A special solution for light-freight distributions are the so-called minitrailers. They usually hold the same amount of loading volume as a large free-standing truck, but remain very agile and, due to their low dead weight, are allowed to make deliveries in city districts where other large trucks are prohibited. Another popular application within this segment is the show-mobile for exhibitions and events. For this purpose, specialized car body shops transform the transporters and light trucks into trailer-tractors.  JOST offers the new light-weight fifth wheel coupling JSK 26 for these tractors. It is suited for use on towing vehicles with a permissible imposed load of up to 6.0 tons and possesses the same comfortable and 
safe operation standards as truck drivers and owners have come to expect from all JOST fifth wheel couplings. Because the JSK 26 is suitable for trailers with positive steering, the minitrailers can now also be furnished with steering axels, which allows for an even more agile use in inner-city traffic. The JSK 26 is manufactured as a lead coupling and therefore has an especially low weight of 45 kilograms. 

VARIOBLOC – removable trailer coupling for all purposes
The trailer coupling system VARIOBLOC of ROCKINGER was also developed for transporters and light trucks. It is designed to incorporate different types of couplings. The coupling is removable with a few simple steps. After unlocking, just a quarter turn until the coupling is released from the base plate. The installation is equally as convenient and quick. For vehicle use without trailer coupling, the base plate is covered by a protective cap and remains on the vehicle.

Thanks to the simple operation and the high flexibility of this system, it is possible to install this trailer coupling even on vehicles with an additional elevated tailboard. Also the use of bolt couplings on light-weight dump trucks is often highly critical due to the tight installation space and the high dirt levels. The removable VARIOBLOC coupling offers a practical solution which facilitates both the unrestricted use with trailers and of the dumping mechanism. Thanks to the extremely high static load, it is even possible to combine tail carrier systems or equipment such as a hoisting winch with the VARIOBLOC coupling attachment. 

There are various coupling possibilities available for the attachment block connected to the vehicle. The bolt coupling RO*243 only weighs 4.1 kilograms and, for example on a tow vehicle with an approved total weight of 6.0 tons, facilitates a trailer load of approx. 6.1 tons.  In addition, it is also possible to use the hook coupling RO*231, which is especially designed for the VARIOBLOC, as well as the ball coupling RO*KK.  The entire VARIOBLOC will be presented by ROCKINGER at the European Road Transport Show 2007 at the JOST stand in Hall 11, stand 11.002. 
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